PK 


hapter: The 


KIRISHIMA- 
KUN HAS BEEN 
EXHAUSTED. 


HE CANNOT 
A= fe | _ EVENRECALL 
ONE HE | —f |b | | THELAST TIME HE 
HADNEVER | | | | 1 | | | BURST 
ee || | ITHAS BEEN LIKE 
ee oe : A COMPLETELY 
7 le NEWLEVEL OF 
EXHAUSTION. 


IT HAS BEEN 
A MONTH SINCE 
THE KIRISHIMA 
FAMILY BECAME 
A FAMILY OF FOUR, 
WITH THE ADDITION 
OF JUN'S YOUNGER 
SISTER MIU. 


SHIROU. =f 

Al, JUN.. — f 

Peat Es nie THEIR LIVES HAVE } 
e UNDOUBTEDLY | 

feo KC THE CHANGES, func 


\ 
our. iif | |) ONE STANDS DRAMATICALLY 


SINCE THEN. 


I JUST 
' CAN'T HELP IT, 
WHY DID : | YOU KNOW...? 
I FOOLISHLY DECIDE 
TRULY, 
TO ADOPT THIS Hee eek 
2 ONE OF THOSE 
HARMLESS 


THOUGHTS 

EVERYONE 

HAS, BUT 
SERIOUSLY... 


THIS KID 1S 
EXTREMELY CUTE, 
BUT... 


I WAS 
PREPARED TO 
Toscussep  8€ THE PRIMARY 
IT WITH MY CAREGIVER IF WE 
WIFE BEFORE DECIDED TO ADOPT 
WE ADOPTED HER. AFTERALL, 
Miu. I WAS IM A FULL-TIME 
PREPARED HOUSEHUSEAND. 
FOR THIS. 


OR SOL 
BELIEVED, 
BUT... 


ITISNOT 
THAT SHIROU 
WAS UNPREPARED 
TO WELCOME THE 
ARRIVAL OF 
THIS BABY. 


ANYWAY, 

I WANT TO 
SLEEP FOR A 
VERY LONG 
TIME...!! 


I REALLY 
DO... Ill! 


I DIDN'T 
REALIZE THAT 
LIFE WITH A BABY 
WOULD LEAVE ME 
WITH SO LITTLE 
TIME FOR 
MYSELF... 


I MEAN... 
ZL OID THINK IT 
WOULD BE A LOT 
OF TROUBLE, 


LET'S 
JUST SAY 
ITS ALITTLE 
BEYOND MY 
EXPECTA- 
TIONS... 


HE TOOK 
PART IN PARENTING 
EVEN 50 HE TOOK CLASSES FOR FATHERS 
HE'S STILL HE THOUGHT ADVICE FROM AND. MOTHERS ORGANIZED 
LIKE THIS. HE HAD PREPARED MIDWIVES... BY THE MATERNITY AND 
AS WELL AS HE GYNECOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
COULD AT: THE HOSPITAL WHERE 


AI WORKS. 


I READ HER 
PICTURE BOOKS, 
TAKE HER FOR 


THEY CAN'T SIT 
STILL FOR LONG, 
SO: LEAVING THEM 


ALONE IS 
DANGEROUS. 


\- {NINA SINGLE DAY - 
\\ ste SINCREASED ALL 
Sy) AT ONCE. 


IT'S 
HARD, 
BUT... 
I CAN'T 
I'S COMPLAIN 
MY JOB, atl 
SO I JUST a 
HAVE TO 
KEEP AT 
IT... 


THEY'LL 
MOSTLY 
BEHAVE IF I 
SHOW THEM 


ANYWAY... 
CARING FOR 
BABIES IS ALL 

ABOUT KEEPING 

AN EYE ON 


ARE YOU 
OKAY? 


HMM... IT’S 
ONLY BEEN A 
MONTH SINCE WE |: 
ADOPTED MIU, iE 


SINCE THEN, BUT... 


I'VE NOTICED 
THAT YOU'VE BEEN 
LOOKING MORE AND 

MORE EXHAUSTED 
WITH EACH DAY... 


I’M AFRAID [ OW, I’M FINE... 

THAT IF I a I’M NOT USED TO 
COMPLAIN TOO MUCH ' CHILDREARING, SO 
ABOLIT SOMETHING my {| \ 11'S A CHALLENGE. 
LIKE THIS, FULL-TIME , /\ BUT... 
HOUSEKEEPERS wiTH_ |/ \ 

CHILDREN WILL 
BE ANGRY 
AT ME. 


EH i YOURE 
ALREADY ; 
YOU IN CHARGE OF IF THERE’S 
[A ster =| BREAKFAST AND ANYTHING 
1 TAKING CARE OF MIU ELSE I CAN DO, 


aa AFTER SHE COMES JUST TELL 
\) OUT OF THE BATH. 
jin YOU'RE HELPING 
ME A LOT 


A QL AREA. 


| 


EXCITED THAT 
EVERYONE IS 
TOGETHER. 


HAPPY 
WE’RE ALL 
TOGETHER! 


I'VE HEARD MIU SEEMS 
ALOT ABOUT 
TO BE THE 
HOW DIFFICULT 
TYPE OF BABY 
IT IS BECAUSE 
WHO SLEEPS A LOT. 
BABIES CRY 1 
AT NIGHT. gecesi ey 
wee FOR THAT. 


BUT THAT 
HASN’‘T BEEN 
AN ISSUE 
SO FAR... 


OF COURSE. 
ACTUALLY, I’M 
SORRY YOU CAN’T 
EVEN REST PROPERLY 
ON YOUR DAYS OFF, 
EVEN THOUGH 
YOUR JOB IS sO 
DEMANDING. .. 


SHIROU-KUN. I’M 
PRETTY SURE I'VE 
SAID THIS MANY 
TIMES BEFORE, 
BUT... 


I’M 
SOMEONE 
WHO CAN’T 
READ THE 
ROOM. 


IF YOU SAY 
THAT YOU’RE 
FINE... 


TLL 
THINK, 
‘REALLY? 
I’M GLAD, 
THEN.” 


ALL I’M DOING 
IS CHANGING 
HER DIAPERS AND 
PREPARING HER MILK 
ON MY DAYS OFF. 
YOU SURE THAT’S 
OKAY? 


I’M NOT 
GOOD AT 
INTERPRETING 
THE INTENTIONS 
BEHIND THE WORDS. 
I CAN ONLY 
UNDERSTAND 
THINGS 
LITERALLY. 


aS I DON’T 
NEITHER = WANT YOU 
JUN NOR I TO OVERWORK 
WANT YOU TO YOURSELF 
DO THAT. PHYSICALLY OR 
y MENTALLY. 
YOU MAY 
THINK YOU NEED 
TO DO IT FOR THE 
SAKE OF YOUR 
FAMILY, BUT... 


IF YOU/RE 
IN PAIN, 
DON’T HIDE IT. 
INSTEAD, SAY IT. 
NEVER EVER 
OVERDO IT. 


YOU REALLY 
OKAY? 


SO YOU'RE 
T CAN'T 
TAKE MY EYES || NOT OKAY 


OFF MIU AT ANY J 
LATELY, POINT. TM ABOUT 


WHAT T FEEL UKE : TO REACH 
ARE YOU TE BEEN WING Ee MY LISAINIT! 
TALKING LIKE A SPELUNKER 2. 

T FEEL LIKE 
ABOUT? FIGHTING FOR es Gare ye 


DEAR LIFE. Suarl WISTAKE, 
SHE'LL DIE. 


And because 
<r of the det 
niu cleep is always 
lo ANY, 


BUT IF T DO 


COMPLAIN ABOUT IT, : / 
PeoPLs OSLL TH \ — ALERTNESS. 
‘ACTING SPOILED. | 
AFTER ALL, ae age 
bre ae BT ALL. 
ISWT 1.7 


a { % THERE ARE 
BUT ME? as ee TBs EPS OUT THERE 
caer ren |) SEaBA- MOL 
BECAUSE TC 
ATE VALINE 6 a ake CHILDREN.. 
SINGLE KID BY " : HANDLE THEIZ 
MYSELF. oe rgd 


THAT's wor || 
BETTER. | 


BE MORE 
WILLING TO GET 
SUPPORT FROM 

OTHERS. 


BUT, EVEN 
IF I CAN'T 
SUPPORT 
YOU DIRECTLY, 
I WANT TO DO 
WHATEVER I CAN 
TO HELP YOU 
INDIRECTLY. 


NOT A GOOD Fl 
CHOICE OF |" 
WORDS.. 


| | UNDERSTAND 
YOUR LIMITA- 
TIONS. 


IT’S FINE 
TO HAVE 
A SENSE OF 
RESPONSIBILITY, 
BUT YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO BE SO 
HARD ON 
YOURSELF. 


SHIROU-KUN, 
YOU HAVE 


YOU SHOULD 
FIGURE OUT AND 
MAKE A LIST OF 
THE THINGS YOU 


CAN’T DO... 
AND STOP 
FRETTING 
ABOUT 
EVERY 
LITTLE 
THING. 


EVERYONE 
IS UNIQUE, AND 
NO ONE CAN DO 
EVERYTHING. 


sol 
HAVEN’T 
BEEN ABLE 
TO HELP YOU 
MUCH WITH 
FOR 
THAT, I’M CHILDREARING. 
HONESTLY 
VERY 
SORRY. 


EVEN THOUGH I 
ADOPTED THOSE 
TWO AS MY CHILDREN, 
MY JOB |S UNFORTU- 
NATELY FAIRLY 
DEMANDING... 


IF YOu 
NEED MONEY, 
T’LL GIVE YOU 
AS MUCH AS 
YOU WANT. 


WHETHER I HAVE 
THERE ARE A YOU NEED A MY PERSONAL _..BUT 
FEW ISSUES THAT BABYSITTER WE HAVE A 
MONEY CAN SOLVE OR A HOUSE- SAVINGS. BUDGET... 
WHEN IT COMES TO \ KEEPER... IT’S NOTA 
CHILDCARE AND _ PROBLEM. 
HOUSEWORK. (EE 


I APPRECIATE 


BUT THAT YOLIRE 
THINK MORE IF you WORKING HARD 
ae cathe ABOUT WHAT COLLAPSE AND ATTEMPTING 
ON OTHER YOU CAN DO WHILE DOING TO SOLVE 
YOURSELF, 50, YOURE EVERYTHING ON 
PEOPLE. GETTING YOUR YOUR OWN 
PRIORITIES SOME O «: 


BACKWARDS. 


WHEN YOU'RE 
IN TROUBLE, 
YOU SHOULD TURN 
TO OTHERS FOR IT DOESN’T 
MATTER IF 
YOU WORK ON 
IT FULL-TIME 
OR PART-TIME. 
IT’S THE 
SAME FOR 
EVERYONE. 


UNDER- 
STAND? 


SHE ALSO 
HAS A ROUGH 
AND SLOPPY 


YOU SAID 

I SHOULD 

TURN TO 
OTHERS WHEN I 

NEED HELF, 

RIGHT. ..7 


vaelT'S NOT 
Just MY 
MOTHER. 


SHE MOST 
Lo LIKELY HAS 
SHE TO MAKE AN 
DOESN'T TRY TO EXTRA EFFORT 10 
ANTICIPATE. WHAT UNDERSTAND 


PEOPLE THINK BY 


YOU SEE, 
I TALKED TO 
MY MOTHER 
ABOUT THIS 
AND SHE WAS 
WORRIED... 


OHH... THAT 
SOUNDS GOOD. 
SURE, LET YOUR 

MOTHER LEND 

US A HAND. 


OTHERS. 


NO. AI-SAN 

MAYBE THAT's CAN'T READ THE 

PRECISELY ROOM AT ALL. 
WHY. AND YET... 


“TDONT.. es 
THINK I'VE 
EVERMET 


“SOMEONESO 


KIND AND 


IN THAT CASE, 
BEFORE WE 
HIRE A BABYSITTER, 
TLL ASK HER FOR 
ASSISTANCE. 


AND EVEN ASKED IF 
THERE WAS ANYTHING 
THEY COULD DO TO 
HELP... 


\ 
ae 
y 4 
Pt 

\ 

\ 

\ 


TNO, NO. 
EVEN auits He biz, YM OKAY. TMA 
THOUGH SO - T 
MANY PEOPLE THEIR HELP. 
STRETCHED OUT | 


HOUSEHUSBAND, 
$0 I NEED TO DO 
THEIR HANDS 


THIS. ON MY 
TO ME... 


7] : WELL, 
Wy THE DRASTIC | THEN. 
ag) | CHANGEIN |i RIGHT IC i We TO 
MY LIFE AFTER TM SURE 
ADOPTING MIU Fee ek 
TAUGHT ME uP eaay 2 
WHEN THAT. = |=, TOMORROW. | 
PEOPLE ARE TIRED, —— 
THEY CAN BECOME 


OBLIVIOUS TO THEIR |. === 
SURROUNDINGS. Ee 


fils \ AS YOUR 

ett THERE'S MORE FAMILY 

IN THE MIDST Sie HOUSEWORK TO DO GROWS, 
OF A HECTIC LIFE bi Ve AND, IN GENERAL, 50 DOES THE 


WHERE I'M FORTUNATE oS LESS TIME FOR NUMBER OF 
| 


TO HAVE THE HELP OF : MYSELF pe ny 
50 MANY PEOPLE... S Aine 
ABOUT. 


LA 


BEFORE INA LIFE 


I KNEW THAT DOESN'T 
I. EVEN ALLOW ME 
TIME TO THINK 
| ABOUT MYSELF.. 


DEEP DOWN, 
IT FELT LIKE A 
NEW VERSION 0. 
MYSELF WAS 
BORN. 


«ol NEED 
70 FIND A 
JOB SOON. 


